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Dear David, 

I find a latter like yours of t he 25th, despite what free your point of view 
Is «3‘?rtalsly intended as undofatondlng and patience, deeply disturbing. So aueh so that 
while I s awakened at 4 a.n. to he able to complete one of the last and a conplioated 
chapter in ny Watergate hook. The Uniapeachsent of Richard Mixon, I 'to lai rt it aside 
because 1*11 not be able to concentrate at least until after I'va reupandod. 

Without taking tine to correct typos* 

I have lone been aware that I ome aocroas like a self-conceived "lynpian. There 
wan a tine when those of whoa I was fond and we such younger than they had to be to be 
ay children used to consider this avuncular. 

But if you want what I believe to bo the truth, it is not at all that 1 have 

this eaornoua self-concept. Self-assurance when I set out on something, yes; with & 

long substantiating record. But I do not regard isyself as sor.e irfnd of genius. 41 1 this 
would be so much easier if I did or could. Yhe truth is now unflattering to you. 

I appear to betbis way and to seen this way because there is so p©rc**atiug an 
i competence in the filed, and in no ease of which I know is the inoonpatent that in 
the rest of hia life. I probably referred to political infaatilian. It is true. Wot of 
people who are in other areas icnature or politicallly iamture. 

It is true that to really obtain any kind of Hosiery of the unquestionable fact 
of the political assassination nore effort than alnost anyone will invest in his. lifstisse 
is required. I'd say that I have put in nor tine and effort that more than 10 PhD's would 
require and there is so nuch I don't know! 

But it is not true that this kind, of tine investment is needed to see through 

your forcer friend Trow or Farewell America or 'so rauch nore you aeon to take at face 

value. People don't analyse say more. All have preconceptions and with enough self- 
confidence and enough imgixatioB all can see what ism t there and bo certain of it. 

I had sous advantages over anyone else (alHost^in knowing FA had to be a fake 
because I was oognosant of its first pratendsdly clandestine surfacing. I tend to apply 
staple tests. Generality. If I look out the window and see rein falling I don't have 
to wonder. But if I'a told the water is voluntarily running uphill, can I not? 

Those Hatters about which I have been in disagreement with others in th® past 
have almost without exception been elenental. It was frustrating beyond conveying to 
try to toll you ths feeling when I knew that good Binds believed stole horse eblto Sr 
that others, also bright, Vera not also dishonest, aiok, a«if-serbl»g or a combination. 

Tbs surest way to unpopularity is hoing consistently right. The surest thing in 
ay dnd to that only political immturity Where there was also henosty) blinded all 
others to what in all oases was too soon true. Mot genius on *y part. Prevailing stupidity* 
blindness, immaturity, or oj this subject an inability to think things through, to be 
logical, even reasonable. 

Tou kid yous.-ilf of ton, including la tills letter, as dsrcrihliig Woodstoin, both 
of whoa 1 know, as "Two dumb kids who didn’t have their feet on the ground." They are 
not dumb, they had their foot fire ly on the ground, and they were -corfidanttol - 
bribed with leaks to them. I have written this, long ago, from ay own experiences to 
begin with, You are not in oqatoet with tho real world. And. I regain essentially naive 
and trusting, odd as it my seen. 

Tour problem is hbt tint you lack iiuiide knowledge. It ia that you can’t disoriuxnate. 
Btwecn what is reasonable and possible and what isn't} between what can and can be expected 
to ba counterproductive and hurtful sad what probably won't be. 

I also bold other views you nay find slgpllatie. When I scan tbs political horizon I 
hav® considerable difficulty finding politicaioa who today are bettor for the country than 
Teddy Kennedy. Fuck his past. His present counts. But if you take the worst possible view 
of his past, can it begin to ba as bad ac those who were port of so nany countless surders 
and nainings throughout the world, eep. is SEAaia? So why badger him? fas Periodically 
ia the past I'd drop a note, suyijjg it required no answer, to his Aft., named Martin. I eh 
sure all ware mrwe loose. But I gave good iafornatloa and advice with the probability of 
correctness so great I recall no error. I have never bees in Ids office. I don't think 


your collar* mate* Dr^ym©, would either trust wa or talk to m 9 I 'a not sur® I want to 
taka tto tiM&, oittor# toeause the yrospoct of totog really listened to is so * slight * 

But I guarantee I could blew ld 2 aiind# dr it is not lodxd clotted* Anti ftob I ti uc thing 
about 1 uviag avsn to isto* 

ic mother factor that heJws no JUiputtont u< I j^o. viih inquiries Ilk?? 
yoi™ to which I rtMtcd so 3 trendy* You didn't le&ra 1 ‘roE IVwo, How may hot irons 
neod bum your ^uido? Ttore are isy ahms to to waited in# too# 

X aa 6t# I ’ to lived 10 of tto mat hellish years on the work of which you know 
aad SO# of whloh 10 coincide over \ftot you vjould uot toltow in a rtov^l, Our ?m .ora 
faimajr ^ration imc ruined by lovr~f2jtos tolioopteara# -rfith t&mvtorous tmt 
results* % :ritfo is as conditioned Pavlov's dogs* And innocent# It u-? rJLco financially 
ruinous, 1 borrovod £5<>J for a dowr^tyasiit to the prtotor on ny first book* I'vo not 

been ibis to fiiiiait hiu for tto lust toes.iV5e of tto fortune out of which I K /c 

to^ gypped oa oil of ths*s» ft oguld not be a organized operation if it l^ei boca. 

organised* X*vs noV^r btstssn out of ddbt to oil this tto#* to I've toon Able to collect 

BO^o of vh&t in owed oa - arid X not declaim tostkm^dey - I*vk paid vy oVot off* 

It Is not * 0 ^? thing like -^7 #500 about 3 20>> of what it wac* 

At this point X was iutarm^tsd by a lawyer who is asking ae_ effort to collect 
aorw thus* £4*000 a sii-glo wtoAeealer cirss yduis 

VM live tola*: the poverty level* on ir.<o day r 3 02 niniiv-^^gc iurcusc siy wife boss 
each weak# plu^ the ssrXLI toconc fron hooka that to offset X cerrjinue to borrow frou 
the printer X*ve a-ot beeai able to finish paying off* to toort* uvtm 1 .atsHp in a real 
cost to U£* At iy ag 1 ?* with 5 acutitoi ucres# I swv; by tod with aecoto-tom aovsrs, 

when as currently I tovc pul tod a and when & tod tock and arthritis* snd bursitis 


don't asak*i it totoaivis^d* 

But I pr®itot* I stic# X ro^iijxh# I wxato ioid only tofi^ucatiy an I abed af ter 
4to ;y0 I .Mi to a dsy t} 2 . t veto; kill vest 1 taow' to to effort to 

wtot I ttoto you oan r^co^ii^c us usio ci thi iar^st tuiikr; a 1^11 h.ac u^dir^atoi* I 
ask Mttoto 01 tato I noi;hi± ^ axe.apt iHJit lito^ ia tb.-> fora of co^tos fron 

a f « X tovc at least £lx hooka ^oll r^ii»robM andi i^ad for 

wri tohTj ec 'r totB; to 1&65* 1 da vhat at to hole ihst pr>-3> Ability 

Of bring eioet useful* 

In short 1 an to unity of ■which few 5^eu aiyabto aau after leug, 

yearn of it# tryto^r to to productive f trying to aooo&plioh vbat k sd^t to# trying to 
get thin^ on papor to trying to answer frm j ptsoplo all over tie? world 

tocr^us® X tliclr itocority and facl an obli^tio^ to th^ir £^tod» dr.sto^s# 

It is ra^! Of to:- is uoa^dderat^ sooudi to tocluste a ro Un!ap<^uj^^^d tevolcpa* Thto 
while broJai and pa.rt 6t* ^ave you :^y intotoraaoe of what it; really ttoi^diulesss* 

mz~ 7 oegyl# lil: r you not uctoic your toads to rt^ally try to think tddryo through m& caking 
a* to yj^nd doijig t)^d.r thirfeSjarff 

Hciu of tito tatos tote as^int sn swei^.t of york# often d?i.ly f ycu would rot 
tolisve po^iblr to get wlicre He are oei t!i^ ^-sy csee# without a cvnt eo^la^ to fro m it 


and without all ry «p»nDCO totoa paid* Ws ware tlw nub^ct of m ®73u\\xs)tfrfc tiac nudit* 
Tto autidet atoply couldn't lali^vo ti*t I tfcrulti travel accroon tJui oountiy^ go do^zi to 


Orl aiis, ovor the HUtoii# b^-ik to. 11,0, and th^h cos.c hoao atto p^c^ad I 022 idiat btCO 
on aysalx" to ?0 toys# Would you liw this way? Or to tol^iwit w you tov^ for years 
to to ablu tc cops n& t?; to abto to work? 

So# try ssy sboes for a whil*?# David# ml try stretch tog your or^i idnd a bit D 
toc^pertd^ntly # Vfcat yrj'z stfallo^/ed fron ^ratf should have mdc you voriit to fort* to gEV^ 
you a partial erotic* You stuff on Fax^well Africa will nake you if you aw 

bright inv: ialcrt X fcf&nk you rare* Suw you wvixb ^ wre, and you should to 

do countless others* But hoii r,uoh of thto cas 011 © agto^: 7 tired# ov^i^ork^d and breto one 
mar. supply &nd do aftjthtoir ijioluoii.;; not losiiig 11^ lattonec? 


^toccrely# 


